
 
 
Clinical Practice: Frequently Asked Question  
 
Q:  Does ASPAN have a position on dose ranging of medications? If so, what is it?  
 
A:  Patients are prescribed medications, including opioids, for pain control following 
surgical procedures. The medical orders are sometimes written as range orders and 
sometimes written with specific doses for specific pain levels. The American Society for 
Pain Management Nursing (ASPMN) supports safe medication practices and the 
appropriate use of PRN range orders for analgesics in the management of pain within the 
scope of nursing practice.1 The Joint Commission does not prohibit the use of range orders 
as long as those orders are allowed by the organization's medication management policy.2  
 
The ASPAN  Practice Recommendations: The Prevention of Unwanted Sedation in the Adult 
Patient and Practice Recommendation: Safe Medication Administration state that opioids 
are commonly prescribed for the treatment of postoperative pain and describes 
multimodal and opiate stewardship in the care of the adult patient. PACU nurses monitor 
postoperative patients for opioid-induced sedation and life-threatening respiratory 
depression. 3,4 

 
ASPAN does not have a position statement that addresses dose ranging. This is specific to 
the institution and the anesthesia provider. ASPAN encourages organizations to set policies 
and define practices for range orders for medications. Patient safety is priority for PACU 
nurses in caring for postoperative patients. 
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